Strategies for Vocabulary by Mrs. Chapman
Sometimes it is all about HOW you study.  Choose some of these choices for studying your vocabulary words.  

· Take a pretest first.  Then take a post test after you have studied.

· (You will have to have flashcards with the vocabulary on one side and the definition on the other side to choose this option.)  Use the flashcards as questions for a typical board game with a start to finish.  Play against an adult or yourself until you reach the finish point.  

· Create a crossword puzzle using the web site http://puzzlemaker.com.  Print off the crossword and complete it.  If you make an additional copy without your answers, you could give it to the teacher to share with the class.  She could use your finished copy as an answer sheet.

· Use a thesaurus to locate similar words (synonyms) for each vocabulary word.  (You can do this on the computer using Microsoft Word.  Sometimes, you may not be able to find a synonym for some words, however.)  Then write the vocabulary word on an index card and the synonym on another card.  When you are finished writing both the words and the synonyms, mix the cards up.  Place them face down and play a game of Concentration.  Turn over the vocabulary cards and then try and find its synonym.  These cards could also be used for a game of Go Fish.

· Write or type the new words in a meaningful sentence that displays your understanding of the word.

· Locate the word in the book.  Write the exact sentence with the vocabulary word.  Underline the vocabulary word.

· Practice using the new words in a meaningful sentence orally to an adult.

· Make flashcards by writing the word on one side of the card and the definition on the other.  Read and quiz yourself.  

· Draw a picture to demonstrate your understanding of the vocabulary word.  Make sure to write the vocabulary word next to each of your pictures.
· Write each word on a muffin tin liner and put the liners in a muffin pan. Take turns with an adult or partner tossing a coin into the pan. When it lands on a word, the player can either give its definition or use it in a sentence.  If you define or use the word correctly, keep the liner. If not, leave it in the pan. Then, it’s the next person’s turn.

· Write vocabulary words on a beach ball using a washable or dry-erase marker. Toss the ball back and forth to an adult or partner. When you catch it, define a word your right hand is touching. The other player has to guess your word based on the definition.  

· Fold your paper into no more than 6-8 squares.  Write a vocabulary word in each of the squares.  Have an adult call out the definition.  Find the vocabulary word and place a coin or chip on the square.  You can play this game like Bingo (covering a row, column, or the entire board).

